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UNITED STATES OFFICE OF WiR LI'FORATION

Z Psycholopical Warforo Team .
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PREFACE s

This report 1s vasc¢d on the infomation obtained from the
interrogation of twenty Korecn “camfort rirls™ end two Jopanose
oivilians captured around thc tenth of sujust, 1944 in the mopping up
operations efter tho fall of liyitkyina in Rurma.

The report snows how tho Japanese rocruited these Korcvan
"oamfort girls", the conditions under which they lived and worlcd,
their relations with and reaction to the Japanese soldior, and their
understandin~ of tho militery situation,

& "comfort - irl" is nothing mors than a prostitute or
“"professional camp follower™ attachod to the Japanese Armmy for the
benefit of the soldiers. The word "camfort -irl" is peculiar to the
Jopanese. Other reports show the "ocamfort girls" heve bcen found
wherever it was nocessary for thc Japenesc Arzy to fight., This
report however deals only with the Korean “caufort girls™ recruited
by the Japanose and attedied to their Armmy in 3urma. Tho Jopanocse
are reported to have shipped some 703 of thesc zirls to Jun.a in 1942.

RECRUITINGy

Berly in May of 1942 Japenese apgents arrived in Korea for
the purpose of enlisting Korean girls for “ocomfort sorvice" in newly
conquered Japaness tecrritories in Southenst Asia. The naturc of this
"gervice® wrs not specified but it wes assumed to “e worlk conaected
with visiting the wounded in hospitals, rolling bendages, ond
generelly making the soldiers happy. The induccnent used by these
agents was plenty of monsy, an opportunity to pey off the fanily
debts, oasy work, cnd the prospect of e new 1lifc in a new land -
Sin;apore. On the basis of thesu false ropresentations many ;irls .
enlisted for overseas duty and werc rewerded with an advence of a !
few hundred yen.

The majority of the girls wore imorant and uneduc~ted,
elthou.h a fow had toun connocted with “oldest profescion on carth"
tofore. The contract thov signed bound thunr to Amy re mlatiosns and
to wor'- for tho "house mastor" for 2 period of fram six ronihs %o a
vear dependin: on tho feriily dobt for which they were adw=-cog
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